CONCLUSION

almost deserted regions to the north of the Seine the elements of
a new population. This process of renovation did not affect the
lands to the south of the Loire, known at that time as Aquitaine
and Provence.

Under all these forms of rule, as in ail peoples of antiquity,
cohesion between individuals was obtained by the compulsion
exerted over the weak by the strong - that exerted by the warriors
over the tillers of the soil, that exerted by the sovereign over his
subjects, that exerted by the husband over the wife and by the
father over the children, that exerted by the master over the
servant, and by the clergy over their flocks, This compulsion,
prolonged for centuries on end, became consolidated into customs,
which came at last to be accepted as a law of nature. Continuity
between generations was secured by the hereditary character of
the authorities and classes of society.

The most ancient original indigenous culture grew up during
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in the region whose population
had been renewed by the Prankish and Norman invasions. It
was formed by personal bonds, consolidated by custom and here-
ditary social conditions, It found expression in original creations
to which there had been nothing analagous in the antique world -
feudalism, courtly manners and gallantry, the bourgeoisie, com-
munes, guilds, fairs, Gothic architecture and sculpture, the
chansons de geste and romances of adventure, the fabliaitx9 the
university, colleges and examinations. It was completed by the
crusades and the adaptation of Christianity to the native religious
sentiment. The monarchy, which was still very weak, had no
share in this.

Such was the origin of French civilization, which has been
carried on down to our day by a continuous tradition. It differs
fundamentally from all the civilizations of the Mediterranean and
has nothing Latin about it but the Latin vocabulary and survivals
preserved by the clergy. Its formation took place in a limited
region round Paris, which was to remain in future the centre of
the whole organization of France. But the greater part of France
was a mere addition to this, which, as it became annexed to
the original French region, adopted most of its civilization and
accepted its language as the common speech, while preserving its
own local dialects and special customs.
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